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Reduces the cost of education for students
Supports new learning approaches
• Activity based learning
• Online learning
Improves faculty teaching
• Instructional materials adaptable to specific purposes
• Learn and save time through sharing
Increases faculty profile
Using OER is Easy
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• Log into Canvas at http://clemson.instructure.com
• Click on Commons
• Agree to the User Agreement 
Let’s go explore!  
How do I access the Canvas 
Commons?
12
Top 5 Reasons to Use Canvas Commons
• Clemson Teaching Resources:  Syllabus template, formative assessments, 
midterm evaluations and more!
• Find OERs for your class.
• Create a personal learning object repository.
• Share resources with your colleagues.




Guides for creating OERs
• OER at Clemson







































• $2,000 awards to a faculty 
member in each of the 7 
colleges.
• Adopt, adapt, or create OER to 
replace existing materials in a 
course at Clemson.
• Fall 2017 awards resulted in over 





• South Carolina Affordable Learning (SCALE) is a statewide initiative 
that seeks to reduce the overall cost of higher education for 
students by promoting the use of quality low-cost and no-cost 
learning materials. 
• The PASCAL Board of Directors has allocated $75,000 for the 
initiative to build awareness, and explore, pilot, and evaluate 
approaches over three years. 
Why Affordable Learning?
• Since 1978, college textbook costs have 
increased 812%. That means that 
textbook prices have increased at 3.2 
times the rate of inflation.*
• 65% of students report not purchasing a 
textbook due to cost. Of those, 94% 
were concerned that doing so would 
hurt their grade. **
*U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics
**Student PIRGs
Activities include: 
• Training and professional development for academic librarians. 
• Support for PASCAL member libraries in planning and 
implementation of local affordable learning programming. 
• Faculty programming designed to increase awareness and provide 
support for adoption of affordable resources at PASCAL institutions.
• Funding and assessing award-based projects.
Affordable Learning Task Force
SCALE Website
• Tools for finding high quality alternatives to textbooks, including Open 
Educational Resources (OERs) and library licensed materials.
• Resources for academic librarians to promote affordable learning on 




• Professor for Affordable Learning
• Faculty OER Review
Professor for Affordable Learning
• The Professor for Affordable Learning Award 
program aims to recognize faculty around the 
state who are using zero-cost course 
materials in their classes so that students can all 
have the necessary resources on the first day of 
class.
• The program will enable PASCAL’s Affordable 
Learning Task Force to create a searchable 
database of faculty recommended affordable 
resources being used in the state. 
Faculty OER Review
• The Faculty OER Review Program will reward 
faculty members for reviewing an Open 
Educational Resource that they could use to 
replace a commercial textbook.
• These reviews will be posted on the SCALE 
website to provide critical insights to others 
considering the adoption of OER.
• Faculty will receive $100 for completing the 
review.
Future SCALE Programs
• Affordable Learning Webinar Series.
• Textbook Heroes.
• PASCAL Resource Adoption.
• Federal OER Grant.
Affordable Learning Webinar Series
• Live and recorded content to educate librarians 
and faculty about affordable learning.
• Content will be available on the SCALE website.
• Topics include:
– Introduction to OER & Affordable Learning
– Copyright & OER
– Searching & Discovering OER
– Outreach & Marketing
Textbook Heroes
• The Textbook Heroes program provides a grant 
for faculty to rework their classes so that they 
become cost free to their students.  
• These faculty will serve as affordable learning 
representatives who could speak on our behalf 
to the legislature, administration, CHE, media, 
etc.
• Faculty will receive $1,000 for their 
participation.
Human Anatomy & Physiology 
Resource Adoption
• The Human Anatomy & Physiology Resource 
Adoption program would require faculty to 
review the existing PASCAL resource, rework 
their class around the resource, and then 
participate in outreach to other faculty at 
PASCAL member institutions.  
• Faculty will receive $1,600 for their 
participation.
Federal OER Grant
• Congress has renewed $5 million open textbook 
pilot for second year.
• The program answers a call from students across 
the country to tackle textbook costs as a barrier 
to higher education. 
• Round two will increase the application period 
and number of awards.
• PASCAL‘s Affordable Learning Task Force is 
brainstorming ideas and is looking for member 
institutions to partner with to apply.
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